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Hannah Arroyo/ Asst. Sports Editor

‘GRIT disqualified
All four members ofGRIT' ineligible after breakingfirst rule of election packet
Tuesday night.

Chris DeGusto
Team GRIT,
News Editor composes
of
On Tuesday in a
briefing
released
to
candidates and sent to
The Suffolk Journal, all
members of “GRIT” were
disqualified by Student
Government Association
(SGA) Student Judicial
Review Board (SJRB)
after weeks of hearings
regarding eight appeals
that were filed.
SGA executive board
elections
in
March
prompted
controversy
that spread across campus
via word-of-mouth in the
aftermath of team-like
slate GRIT completing a
full sweep of next year’s
executive board positions.
“It is the Student
Judicial Review Board’s
majority opinion and
decision
(4-1)
that
the members of Team
GRIT be
disqualified
from candidacy in their
respective race,” read
a statement by SJRB

which
Logan
Trupiano, Hope Burnside,
Connor Peterson and
Karine Kanjj, were the
subject of these appeals,
which
SJRB
deemed
sparked
two
issues
of consideration: did
handing out lollipops to
potential voters violate
the first rule of the
Elections Packet; are
members of Team GRIT
liable for the actions
of an individual GRIT
member? SJRB compiled
their ruling based on hard
evidence such as pictures,
screenshots and Resident
Assistant or professor
testimonies.
Other
pieces of evidence were
considered in the ruling,
as SJRB said “character
witnesses,
character
testimony,
first-hand
witnesses and second
hand witnesses were used
to gauge the severity of
the sanctions.”
Rule one of the
Executive
Board
Nomination
Packet

John J. McDonnell
GRIT leaders Logan Trupiano (left), who ran
for SGA president, and Hope Brunside (right),
who ran for SGA vice-president.
reads that, “Candidates
or their supporters will
not impede the progress
of persons who wish to
walk through the polling
area. No slips of paper or
novelties of any size may
be handed to the potential
voters passing through
the polling area. This
includes slips of paper
attached to other items.
No posters, flyers, slips
of paper, may be hung
at the express stations or

computer labs.”
SJRB reasoned that
the
distribution
of
lollipops by Burnside to
students while “giving
a speech about Team
GRIT,”
violated
this
rule. The review board
ruled that upon having
purchased and handed
out the “novelty items,”
Burnside
informed
Trupiano and Peterson

See GRIT - 3

Presidential Seareh
eontroversy boils over,
trustee resigns
Chris DeGusto, News Editor
& Jacob Geanous, World News Editor
Last week as reported first by The Suffolk Journal,
Suffolk University Board of Trustees member John
J. McDonnell submitted his letter of resignation,
effective on Monday, due to concerns with the
recently completed presidential search and called for
an independent outside investigation to take place.

See SEARCH-3
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'essor Jeffrey Wittenberg worked
uffolk since 1986 until his
xpected passing

Courtesy of the Wittenberg Family

Suffolk Law loses a faculty legend
received an MBA from a sense of humor that lecture.
Red Sox playoff loss to the his Bachelor’s from San
Alexa Gagosz the Sawyer Business could leave us crying with
“His joy in teaching Yankees in 2003. Cronin Francisco State University
Editor-in-Chief School (SBS) and their laughter,” said Perlman. law was imparted to those
said Wittenberg would and his Juris Doctorate
For the past 32
years, Professor Jeffrey
Wittenberg has brought
humor to an otherwise
grueling topic for most
law students, chanted law
codes line-by-line during
a first lecture and pushed
students to the edge
until they realized their
full potential. Fueled by
perseverance, Wittenberg
was determined to teach
the next generation of
lawyers since becoming
apart of Suffolk Law’s
faculty in 1986 until he
passed unexpectedly last
week.
“He was a beloved
husband, father and
grandfather. We are so
happy he was able to do
what he loved-working
with students and faculty
for over 40 years,” said
Wittenberg’s wife Diane
to a Journal reporter
late Tuesday night. “So
few people are able to
do what they love and be
great at it. He was one of
the lucky ones.”
Son-in-law Peter Lurie,
who acted as the family’s
spokesperson, said the
Wittenbergs appreciated
the tremendous outpour
of support from the entire
Suffolk community.
“The family feels a
tight bond with Suffolk,”
said Lurie to a Journal
reporter on Tuesday
night.
Wittenberg’s
son,
Richard
Wittenberg,

daughter Kimberly Lurie
is a graduate of Suffolk
Law and now works as an
adjunct professor at the
SBS and Lurie’s brother
Jerry is a Suffolk alum,
according to the family.
“Wittenberg was a
uniquely talented teacher,
possessor of a great sense
of humor and a loyal,
steadfast
friend
and
colleague,” said Suffolk
Law Professor Emeritus
Richard Perlmutter. “His
death is a terrible loss
to his family, friends
and students and truly
diminishes the Suffolk
Law community.”
Perlmutter
was
described as Wittenberg’s
best friend by the family,
the two co-authored
multiple books together
and Perlmutter’s eulogy
was read at the funeral.
“The Law School is
grieving Jeff Wittenberg’s
passing,” said Law Dean
Andrew Perlman to a
Suffolk Journal reporter
this weekend. “He was
a beloved professor for
thousands of Suffolk Law
alumni.”
Throughout
his
teachings,
Wittenberg,
73, focused on contracts,
product liability, sports
law and commercial law
and was remembered by
his students as a professor
who demanded a lot but
showed
unblemished
warmth and compassion.
“He also was a
wonderful colleague with

“Today, we’re crying tears
of sorrow from losing one
of Suffolk Law’s greats.”
Students
have
described him as the
“toughest” professor and
said they had “feared”
walking into his IL
contracts course, but said
they ended up learning
more than they expected.
Some Law alum described
him as the only professor

of who were fortunate
enough to attend his
classes,” said Holahan,
who graduated from
Suffolk Law in 2013. “I
can only imagine the vast
number of students he
taught over the course his
career, yet he was warm
and attentive to all of us.”
Holahan
recollected
the first few weeks of
Wittenberg’s class with

ts

Easily one of the best parts
of the Suffolk Law experience
was attending his class.’
jj

-Suffolk Law alum John Cronin, (‘06)
that had the ability to get
them to read a textbook
Former
cover-to-cover.
Suffolk Law graduate
Ann Marie Maccarone
said Wittenberg made
Uniform
Commercial
Code (UCC) compelling,
even though it was one of
the classes that “most law
students dread.”
“I don’t think I would
have passed the bar exam
without having learned
the code from him,”
said Maccarone who
graduated in 1994. “He
was truly one of the great
ones.”
Suffolk Law alum
Nicholas Holahan said
Wittenberg will forever
hold a “special place his
heart,” and remembered
fondly when Wittenberg
invited Holahan’s father
to become part of a class

a Journal reporter and
said he felt “intimidated”
walking into the lecture
hall
as
Wittenberg
veritably chanted Article
2 of the UCC to the class.
“By the end, his class
was a comedy show based
on wacky law skits that
we were welcome to join
in on,” said Holahan.
Suffolk Law alum John
Cronin
affectionately
remembered when a
group of members of
the Class of 2006 won
an auction to dine at
Wittenberg’s
house
during their third year
to a Journal reporter.
Cronin said the class was
“anxious” to spend more
time with Wittenberg as
he often would stay more
than 45 minutes after class
to commiserate with his
students on the infamous

Am

jump from topic to topic
with his students- from
Boston sports, to politics
and “of course, the law.”
“When I look back on
his class, two things jump
out in my mind,” said
Cronin. “He was a true
champion of the Socratic
method and loved cold
calling on students to
test whether they had
prepared for class. I was
called on a lot. It kept
me - and the rest of my
classmates - on my toes
and really motivated us
to put in the time and
preparation to succeed,
but also to be unafraid to
be wrong occasionally.”
Cronin
described
Wittenberg
as
“persistent,” and that
persistence was often
unsettling as he would
not typically let his
students off the hook.
“In the end, though,
he always helped you get
there,” said Cronin.
Cronin remembered
one
of Wittenberg’s
favorite quotes that he
would often utter with a
gleam in his eye: “There
is nothing better than
being a good lawyer.”
“He believed it, and
he made all of us believe
it, too,” said Cronin.
“Easily one of the best
parts of the Suffolk Law
experience was attending
his class.”
Born
in
Denver,
CO in March of 1945,
Wittenberg later received

from the University of
California, Hastings. He
was admitted into the
Bar Association in both
Illinois and Minnesota.
“Professor Wittenberg,
known for his wonderful
sense of humor and
kindness, was admired
by his colleagues and
many friends in the Law
School and beyond,” said
President Marisa Kelly in
a statement sent to all
students on Friday. “His
presence will be greatly
missed.”
Prior to coming to
Suffolk, he had served
as a law clerk on the
Minnesota
Supreme
Court
and
practiced
law in Chicago. He has
also taught at multiple
different law schools,
including John Marshall
University,
University
of Mississippi, and the
University of Pittsburgh,
according to his faculty
page.
“His passing is a great
loss for the University,
and we will sorely miss
him,” wrote Kelly.
Wittenberg is survived
by his wife Diane, his
children
and
seven
grandchildren. Donations
could be
made
in
Wittenberg’s memory to
Operation Delta Dog in
Chelmsford, MA.
Connect with Alexa
on Twitter
@alexanoellel3
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SGA e-board runner-ups
to take offiee after all
Appeals to decision of disqualification could come
From GRIT -1
of this. The statement
from SJRB indicated that
this situation should
have been relayed to the
Elections
Committee.
SJRB said that all members
of GRIT “either knowingly
or unknowingly failed
to do so,” according
to the statement. It
was determined that
because information and
knowledge about the
passing out of lollipops
was not reported by
the other members of
GRIT, SJRB ruled that
all team members were
at fault because of the
implications that it might
hold regarding election
packet rule number six.
“Choosing
to
disqualify the winners of
the election is choosing
to ignore the voice of the
students,” said Trupiano
in a statement to The
Journal late Tuesday
night. “GRIT is incredibly
disappointed in the petty
politics and the poor
judgement displayed by
SJRB. We are not sure
what steps we will take
moving forward. What we
are sure of is that SGA has
terribly mismanaged the
situation.”
Trupiano also said
that GRIT is encouraging
students to read the
investigation report to
see how SJRB came to this
conclusion to disqualify
the candidates.
SJRB addressed that in
order to violate election
packet rules, it would
have to be determined
what a “novelty item”
means, and concluded

that this wording was put
in place as a “catch-all”
in order to ban anything
besides paper to be given
to students while voting
in the “polling area.”
“The generic lollipops
became a novelty once it
became associated with a
cause or purpose,” SJRB
concluded.
Additionally,
SJRB
had to determine what
constitutes a “polling
area.” While SGA bylaws
and the elections packet
do not define what a
polling area is, SJRB
made a decision on
what has acted as the
designated area in these
past elections. Students
voted in the elections
on internet connected
devices. SJRB determined
that while using a device
does not constitute a
polling area, once the
device is being used in
an effort to vote, that is
when a polling area is
thus created.
“SJRB
strongly
recommends the Elections
Committee reread the
elections
packet
to
address the ambiguity of
the rules of campaigning.
SJRB also recommends
the implementation of
a ‘Candidate Conduct
Screening’
test
for
candidates who wish to
run for the executive
board of SGA,” SJRB’s
statement
read,
and
continued later in the
document. “Word choices,
definitions, inclusion of
social media usage rules,
and character screenings
are some of the possible
ways to update Suffolk
University SGA elections
process.”

SJRB’s
statement
outlined that the runnerup for each executive
board position will be
given the post. This
would mean that if the
role is accepted, Morgan
Robb is president, Doug
Botelho is vice president,
Tyler Dahm is secretary
and Michael Royce is
treasurer.
“While this has been a
long process, I believe that
the SJRB has done their
due process and talked to
everyone involved. I am
confident in their ability
and grateful for their
efforts in coming to a
decision. I think that our
student body needs to be
led in an ethical way and
I plan to do that,” said
Robb in a statement to
The Journal late Tuesday
night. “There is a lot of
noise surrounding Suffolk
right now, both inside
and outside of campus,
and ISGA] needs to be
an example of a rule
following and stable
organization. We need
to hear the concerns of
students and act in their
best interests only. I
am happy that I get the
chance to do right by our
student body and be the
one to represent them.”
Appeals within the
allotted time frame in
regards to SJRB’s ruling
after weeks of hearings
and discussion would
employ the office of the
Dean of Students to make
a concrete and permanent
decision.

Connect with Chris
on Twitter
@ChrisDeGusto

1HESUIHM JOURNAL

2017 FILE/ Alexa Gagosz/ Editor-in-Chief

Board of Trustees Chairman Robert Lamb

SBS files motion for‘no confidence’vote
From SEARCH -1
The fallout from Suffolk’s search for its 11th president has reached
far into the inner workings of the university. Some people are asking
about the process itself, as a blatantly charged anonymous memo
recently alleged a harsh mishandling by the Presidential Search
Committee (PSC) and head of the Board of Trustees Robert Lamb. With
Marisa Kelly now permanently sitting in the office she had tentatively
previously occupied, members of the Suffolk community are seeking
answers to how she obtained this seat, with less of a focus on why she
was elected.
The anonymous memo, while inflammatory in language, has
prompted interest in various pockets across campus. Last week. Sawyer
Business School (SBS) faculty presented a motion that called for a vote
of “No Confidence” in Lamb.
“The Faculty Senate, Presidential Search Committee, and Suffolk
University community was promised a fair and transparent presidential
search process. Evidence from different sources indicate the Presidential
search procedures agreed to with the [sicl Suffolk University were
compromised by the direct and indirect actions of Board Chair Robert
Lamb which has negatively impacted Suffolk University students,
faculty, alumni, and staff,” Faculty Senate Co-Chair and Professor in
the Management and Entrepreneurship Department Collette Dumas
wrote in an email to SBS faculty, which was obtained by The Journal.
“Given the lack of trust and confidence in Board Chair Robert Lamb’s
leadership and his inability to make meaningful shared governance
a reality, the Sawyer Business School faculty records the vote of ‘No
Confidence.’”
The university did not confirm whether or not the vote of no
confidence took place as of Tuesday night.
According to sources that were cited previously by The Journal,
Kelly was allegedly lobbied for by Lamb; she was not originally part
of the slated final vote. McDonnell cited “total mismanagement of the
selection process for our new president” in his resignation letter to
Trustee members.
“I can only hope that Suffolk learns from this experience so that
future selections never again compromise our reputation or the
fairness Suffolk University must represent,” McDonnell wrote.
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NEWS BRIEFSi “Traditional journalism is in trouble:”
University announces endowed chair
in Entrepreneurial Saidies
Suffolk University announced the endowment of
the Carol Sawyer Parks Chair in Entrepreneurial
Studies by Suffolk; Trustee and alum Carol S.
Parks. The chair is currently valued at more than
$1.8 million, and is the first endowed chair for
the Sawyer Business School, which itself is named
after Park’s late father, Frank Sawyer. The chair
is meant for the director of Suffolk University’s
Entrepreneurship Programs, a role currently filled
by George Moker who has been appointed as the
first endowed chairhoider for this new program.
The goal of the new program is to provide funds
for the development of new entrepreneurship
initiatives and other educational programs. This
coincides with Moker’s recent work in partnering
with Boston organizations like BUlLD.org, a project
that promotes college readiness by providing lowincome high schooT students with entreupenurship
experience and opportunities. Parks has been a
Suffolk Trustee since 1986, making her one of the
longest running Trustees second only to Francis
Flannery who once served as Suffolk vice-president
and treasurer.

Speakers at Suffolk weigh in on media in age of Trump
her opening remarks.

Washington

current state of national
affairs is a simple one: Do
we need to worry? “Yes,”
she said, “but probably
not as much as you think.
Our First Amendment
protects our rights to
speak robustly.”
West contends that
the First Amendment
contains
two
speech
clauses, one concerning
free speech and the other
free press. The press
clause,
according
to
West, is the “neglected
child,” its existence barely
acknowledged by the
Supreme Court.
Not all of the panelists
downplayed the threat
that the post-truth era
poses to the free press
and democracy.
“Traditional
Journalism is in trouble,
clearly
in
decline,
arguably in crisis,” said
Tom Patterson, Bradlee
Professor of Government
and the Press at Harvard
University’s
John
F.
Kennedy
School
of
Government. “That is a
threat to our democracy.”
The panel comes as
the relationship between

disdain for what he has
called the “fake news
media.” Trump’s long and
strenuous history with the
media began during his
campaign, and reached a
climax in December when
he called members of the
media “enemies of the
American people.”
“It didn’t start with
Trump. It started with
[former
President
Richard] Nixon,” said
Patterson. “The right has
systematically attacked
the
press’
accuracy
and tendency towards
fairness.”
This push for distrust
of the media stems from
a lack of equality in
politics. As the media
tried to push back against
the inequality, politicians
feared a loss of power.
“I think that we are in
an information war,” said
Florence George Graves,
the founding director of
the Schuster Institute for
Investigative Journalism
at Brandeis University.
“At the heart of it is a
fight over democracy.
Who gets rights in a
democracy?” She said

and

the that over the years, the

Nick Viveiros
The biggest unknown media
sours
under United States has failed
‘ Journal Staff West sees given the Trump, known for his to be a true democracy,

As tension between
the administration of
President Donald Trump
and the press continue to
rise, many are beginning
to ask if there is cause for
alarm. Never before has a
president been so callous
in his criticism of those
with whom he disagrees.
Three
Journalism
and law experts spoke
at
length
Thursday
about
the
impactful
role the media plays in
a world where hiding
the truth has become
both the status quo and
real news has become
harder to find. Defending
Democracy: Professional
Sarah Sellers, the nurse, and
Journalism in an Age of
unexpected top runner, places No. 2 in Distrust, a panel led in
Sargent Hall discussed
Boston Marathon
the media in the current
political climate during
She was hoping to make it into the top 15, but;;^ the administration of
full-time nurse and Arizona resident Sarah Sellers i President Donald Trump.
surprised all when she finished with a time of two
“This administration
hours and 44 minutes, Just five minutes behind first is- the hottest thing to
place Desiree Linden. Sellers originally signed up happen to my career,”
for the marathon because her younger brother was said Sonja West, a
doing it, according to the Washington Post. Sellars professor at University of
works full-time as a nurse in Tucson and would find Georgia School of Law in
time to train before work at 4 a.m. or after work
at 7 p.m. Sellers stood out in her non-sponsored
outfit, as the women around her were known on
the international level. “Looking at my time going
into the race, I shouldn’t be on the same page as
any of the top 20 womeno They’re in a different
league than me,” said Seilers in an interview with City approves for
the Washington Post. Despite these thoughts, Suffolk to lease the 1047
Seilers took home the $75,000 second place prize Commonwealth Ave
money, which she told The Post would go to paying property for student
off her and her husband’s student loans. Sellers housing last week
hopes to qualify for the 2020 Olympics and pursue
her nursing career full-time. “I mean, I still can’t
Alexa Gagosz
believe I finished second,” said Sellers. “Fm going
Editor-in-Chief
to wake up and this will be a dream.”
|

as oppressed
groups
have not successfully
gained equal standing
with their un-oppressed
counterparts.
“Now I love white men
— I’m married to one —
but they’ve been in charge
so far,” said Graves.
The panel was part of
the Edward I. and Sydell
Masterman
Speaker
Series. Edward, a Suffolk
graduate,
served
as
corporation
counsel
for the City of Boston
before going into private
practice in the world of
eminent domain and real
estate law.
“It’s a pleasure to
be here, even though
I’m no replacement for
my father,” said Jim
Masterman, son of Edward
and Sydell. Edward’s
appreciation of the press
led to his funding of the
speaker series named in
his honor. “He read the
paper every morning, and
still does.”
Connect with Nick
by emailing
nviveiros@su.suffolk. edu

SU approved by BPDA for more student housing

Alumna lights up Boston with
art non-profit
|

The Boston’s Planning
& Development Agency
(BPDA) approved Suffolk
University
to lease 1047
A Suffolk University alumna is lighting up Boston
Commonwealth
Ave
in a big way. Lyn Burke, Suffolk class of L983 and
for
additional
student
daughter of Massachusetts state legislator John P.
Burke, wanted to provide a platform for the artists housing in City Hall on
of Boston to come together with the public. Using Thursday.
The space will be
her governmental background from her political
science degree, Burke founded “Lights of Boston available for housing
2015”, an event that was so successful it led to her Suffolk students starting
confounding of Luminartz, a non-profit dedicated to in the fall, according to
promote the use of government support for light- Vice President of External
based art projects open to the public in Boston. Affairs John Nucci.
Nucci
presented
“We give artists a platform and a paycheck,” Burke
university’s
case
said on her non-profit. Illuminus 2017, the first the
of Luminartz events along with Illuminus Boston to lease the estate on
Ave
and the Downtown Boston Business Improvement Commonwealth
District turned Downtown Boston into a magical to the BPDA and said
environment of light for two nights in November. that with the already
Burke’s success continues as she is working to increasing number of
plan Illuminus 2018. “Public art is the catalyst for Suffolk students in the
bringing diverse communities together,” said Burke Allston and Brighton
this
laccording to Suffolk’s website.
.i neighborhoods,
would be the “university’s

effort to reduce students
in residential housing.”
The
building
is
currently a space used
by Boston University for
student housing.
According
to
the
BPDA, the property was
built in 2015 and includes
180 co-ed units that
feature micro-apartments
for two or three students,
stainless steel appliances,
free laundry inside the
unit, a dishwasher and
central air conditioning.
Decked with lounges,
study spaces and city
views, the location is
fixated on the MBTA
Green Line 25 minutes
away from campus.
According to Suffolk’s
website, the university
will provide a free MBTA
pass for students who
will eventually live there.
These same students will
have the option to buy
a meal plan to use on
campus, but it will not
be required to purchase
one, similar to those who
live in the 10 West St.
apartments.
The Suffolk Journal
previously reported on

Courtesy of Suffolk University

A kitchen inside 1047 Commonwealth Ave

how the university was
looking to add more
student housing last
fall. Nucci told a Journal
reporter in a previous
interview that it wasn’t so
much about distance as it
was an issue of commute
time for students as he
scouted for an estate for
dorms, but looked to steer
clear from Downtown’s
soaring prices.
BU’s
student
newspaper, the Daily Free
Press, reported in 2016
how some students had
a “love-hate” relationship
with the apartments on
Commonwealth Ave, as
some said that some
rooms were unusually

small while others were
larger than others.
The property was
originally
planned
to hold the SassoonAcademy
Hairdressing
School,
according to
media outlets, but when
the deal fell through,
the
Cambridge-based
developer. Urban Spaces
LLC, was going to build
studio apartments. The
developer later agreed
to BU’s call to lease the
premises for student
housing.
Connect with Alexa
on Twitter
@alexanoellel3

w

l@BostonGiobe
Chemical arms experts in Syria went to the
site of the suspected poison gas attack that
led to Western airstrikes.

@WSJ
Chinas central bank gives green light to banks to
dig into reserves to lend more, signaling worries
about slowing momentum for economic growth
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SUMUN reflects on its most noteworthy year
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courtesy of SUMUN

south like Egypt,” said international students. As Angela Cutone, a junior
Jacob Geanous Hammad. “If you know Abu-Ghazaleh
prepares government major.
News Editor

World

Suffolk
University’s
Model United Nations
club (SUMUN) is winding
down one of their most
prolific academic years in
recent memory.
SUMUN collected more
than 15 different awards
at Model UN events
at both Harvard and
Northeastern University,
as well as at conferences
in New York City and
Washington D.C.
Most recently, SUMUN
was challenged with
the task of representing
Egypt in the National
Model UN conference
in New York City. They
were tasked with taking
on the responsibilities
of Egyptian delegates in
mock UN geopolitical
proceedings.
The
current climate of the
UN and the influential
characteristics of global
superpowers must be
taken
into
account,
which adds realism to
the conferences, said
senior SUMUN member
and government major
Hamza Hammad. The
result is that the tactics
and responses that are
elicited during the fauxUN proceedings parallel
those that are likely
to take place at UN
headquarters in New York
City.
“It puts an immense
amount of pressure on
the delegates, especially
those
representing
countries from the global

that you have the whole
military depending on
you putting a certain
three-word clause in a
resolution, you’re going
to fight for it.”
Ultimately,
SUMUN
won a ‘Distinguished
award,’
Delegation
which is a team award
that
translates
to
second-place honors
and four individual
outstanding delegate
awards.
“For the fourth
year in a row, Suffolk
University’s
name
has been said in the
General
Assembly
Hall of the United
Nations in New York,
as a result of SUMUN’s
hard work and award
success,”
SUMUN
Senior
President
Yazeed Abu-Ghazaleh
said in a statement to
The Suffolk Journal.
“SUMUN
members
have been working
tirelessly since
the beginning
of the year to
understand
Parliamentary
Procedure,
resolution
writing,
negotiations,
and so much
more.”
According
to
AbuGh a z a1 eh
70
percent
of
SUMUN’s
members
are
freshman and
sophomores
and 20 percent
of members are

to graduate in May, he
said he believes this
is a promising sign
that the club will be in
good hands, also citing
excitement in the new
SUMUN president-elect

“I am beyond pleased
with the outcome [of
the election], because I
know that the elected
leadership will continue
SUMUN’s
trends
of
record-breaking,” wrote

SUMUN s award winning 2017-2018
An Outstanding Delegation team award
2 Distinguished Delegation team awards

11 total Outstanding Delegate awards
Position paper award for NMUN
Verbal Commendation for CSW
Diplomatie Award for DISEC

f

I

Abu-Gazehah. “It has
been a true honor
working with [Angela]
this year, and I have
absolutely zero doubts
that her leadership will
make SUMUN a better
and stronger team next
year.”
Cutone said she plans
to ramp up outreach
efforts as president
to slightly change the
direction of SUMUN.
She said she wants the
focus of the club to shift
more towards handson learning, instead of
lecture-style meetings.
“I want people to
actually go out there
and actually debate and
negotiate,” she said in
an interview with the
Journal. “We’ve notice
that
practice
does
make perfect. I’m a big
procedure person and
I love parliamentary
procedure. That’s my
[thing], and so I’ve been
taking notes on how to
improve the club.”
Cutone and
Hammad said
that
they
have
seen
! club improve
j in leaps and
I bounds in the
three
years
that they have
been members.
At the time, the
^ club was named
the
Suffolk
Jniversity
iternational
"fairs Association
UIAA)
“That was very
infusing because
II we did was
4odel UN stuff.

h

1

so why would we just call
ourselves Suffolk Model
UN,” said Hammad.
In the fall 2016
semester,
the
club
morphed into SUMUN.
It was also the semester
that
Suffolk
junior
Government
major,
Benjamin Calitri, joined
the newly named SUMUN.
Calitri reflected on the
global connections he
made at the recent
conference in New York.
“I think one of the
most valuable things
about Model UN isn’t
even the conferences
themselves,
it’s
the
people you meet at the
conferences,” said Caltiri.
“I was representing Egypt
and after the conference
I went and talked to
delegates
that
were
actually from Egypt who
came straight from Cairo.
It was just incredible.”
SUMUN plans to have
an award ceremony in
late April to recognize the
hard work that people in
the club have done over
the last year. The date is
tentatively set for April 27
and it will be on Suffolk’s
campus. It will also serve
as a send off for seniors
leaving the university,
like Abu-Ghazaleh, who
said that SUMUN was the
most noteworthy aspect
of his Suffolk education.
“SUMUN was perhaps
the most critical part of
my business education,”
Abu-Ghazaleh wrote.

Follow Jacob on
Twitter
@jacob_geanous
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Arabian nights continues SufFolks cultural education
YALA gets university on daneing, singing in homage to Arabian heritage
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out of the basement of
20 Somerset. The event,
which was co-sponsored
with Young Arab Leaders
Association (YALA), had
friends greeting each
other with smiles, hugs
and handshakes as they
celebrated one another’s
different backgrounds in
a unified embrace of Arab
culture.
Guests made their way
down the stairs seeking
to discover the fantastic
scene
that unfolded.
Music
thundered
on
speakers from corner
to corner, wetting the
audience appetite for the
entertainment to come.
“I
wanted
[the
audience] to enjoy a rich,
and beautiful we have
been
celebrating for
years,” said Sara Ghattas
a
Suffolk
University
senior majoring in Global
Cultural Communications
and double minoring
in
Psychology
and
international
business
and Vice President of
YALA. “As an organization
committed to fostering
young
Arab
leaders,
part of that duty and
responsibility is assuring
them there is so much to
be proud of. There is so
much good in our culture
that’s clouded with doubt
and fear - it’s our job to
clear the horizon to show

i

Arab fashion. Models people that go to the to dance on stage with that
Mejaour
.........
....
played on the fly.
Katherine Yearwood/ Journal Staff
wore long colorful silk same school as me.”
her.
and velvet robes as they
Like a firecracker, a
The
event
had
“Most of the stuff I entertaining atmosphere.
walked
amongst the belly dancer jumped out numerous foods and art did was improv, I was
“Just hearing a new
improvising on different style of music was pretty
scales,” said Mejaour. interesting,” said Suffolk
“I’ve been [performing] University Senior finance
since I was seven, it’s major Patrick Hennessey.
always a pleasurable
The closing act was
experience.”
performed by the Astzaz
Mejaour played three Ensemble who played
different
instruments, and sang numerous songs
tambourine, drum, and for the audience. The
an Arabic flute called five musicians took the
Nie, throughout the night stage as they were joined
while sporting a red, by Mejaour and Suffolk
green, yellow, and black University’s senior Yazeed
Moroccan hat that read Abu-Ghazaleh, who majors
Allah in Arabic scripture in management with a
on it.
concentration in business
Ghassan
Sawalhi analysis.
Audience
serenaded the audience members clapped their
with the soft beats of his hands in accordance
Oud, a short-neck lute- with their rhythm as the
type string instrument. players
continuously
His tempo was calm changed the pace of their
and steady - audience music in keeping with the
members could see the audience’s energy.
seriousness and in depth
“What I would like
in
his
face.
He
was
later
for
Suffolk Students to
Katherine Yearwood/ Journal Statf
unexpectedly joined by know is that they can
Mohamed Mejaour (right) and Ghassan Sawalhi (left) performed
Mejaour, who played his branch off on campus to
drum and tambourine go and partake in extra
at the Arabian Nights hosted by YALA.
alongside Sawalhi. The curricular
activities,”
audience in heels inches from behind the stage forms for the audience two instantly synced said Abu-Ghazaleh. “It’s a
high. Members of the and instantly caught the to consume. While some together and picked up really good opportunity to
crowd oohed and awed as audience’s
attention. performers were high the pace of their music expand your knowledge
they gazed upon their tall Dilya Shorfova shook her energy, others gave a for the audience to jam and just your geographical
hips and shimmied her more soothing rhythm for to. Communicating only network”
stature.
by eye contact and head
“I
really
enjoyed chest around the room the audience.
Mohammed Mejaour nods, the two effortlessly
[being a part of the in an explosion of energy
and Connect with Katherine
runway] because I got as she made her way up was the opening musical complemented
enhanced
the
music
of
the by emailing
to display my culture. to the stage where she act for the night with a
kyearwood@su. Suffolk, edu
other
to
create
a
fun
and
I’m Moroccan, so that’s truly began to come alive. solo flute performance

■X _

A

ARTS & CULTURE

#-

■f »

■

: -

i

?.

' APRIL 18,2018 I PAGE 7

HOME, (SERIOUSLY) SWEET HOME
Thb excl: ig new Univer^|i;y-epor«ore<3 iioi-elna ootksn reeitjre^:
• Miara-jjn-jrtmnTits fcr >:?nc-, Ita'::, ar Thr"c sraJcJunts

• A rre-e i n-ur|r v^sisher and dryier (That's rigiit: TREE laandr/;
' Uiurnc^ 3tutfy spnocs. aff3 ctt','vlG'.VB

- A"id ruifJ'i rroiw
L«Bn' all atoot KX*/ Uctiiir. AvK.andhyw ys,*u<w(n liW-l-m ihitfals
5UFFOLK.EDU/K)47C:OMMAVE

SUFFOLK
EOS T O N
UMViliaJTV

THESUFFOLKJOURNAL.COM

8 APR. 18, 2018

SUFFOLKARTS@GMAIL.COM
-V V f

Staging the stigma, senior thesis taekles mental illness
“Frog,” as they try to

Felicity Otterbein find the cure for sadness.
Arts & Culture Editor On their quest, they
Some of the most
prominent
issues
in
society are those that we
cannot see until they are
dragged into the spotlight.
Quite literally staging the
stigma, senior english and
theater double major Aria
Sergany is putting forth a
production geared toward
mental health awareness or the lack thereof. As her
senior thesis, Sergany has
been researching mental
illness for the last two
years, originally inspired
when a childhood friend
who was diagnosed with
schizophrenia committed
suicide.
“I mean, I think
the biggest thing for
me is just that I don’t
necessarily
hear
the
conversation happening
enough,” said Sergany in
a recent interview with
The Suffolk Journal.
“The
Universe
in
You,” follows a scientist.
Doc, and their assistant,

“I mean, I think
the biggest
thing for me is
just that I don’t
necessarily hear
the conversation
happening
enough.”

conduct
experiments
on five college students
suffering from various
mental illnesses - using
Doc and Frog as anchors
to continue the plotline.
Sergany
said
that
when she initially started
writing this production,
she knew she wanted to
talk about mental illness
and suicide in particular.
“I just wanted to do
something and I couldn’t
stop thinking about it.
And I just started talking
to people and I was
honestly shocked at the
fact that people wanted to
talk to me,” said Sergany
in reference to how she
first got started on this
production.
Sergany
told
The
Journal that she didn’t
think anybody wanted to
tell their personal story,
but she quickly realized
that many of the people
she reached out to ended
up sharing far more than
she could have imagined

- Aria Sergany
Director
By Facebook user Aria Sergany

when starting the writing
process. Her only regret is
that she wishes she could
share every story that was
told to her.
Though,
perhaps
what’s
the
most
interesting aspect
of
Sergany’s production is
the criss-crossing concepts
within it.
Combining
scientific
research
with performance art
is not unheard of, but
seems
difficult
and
nearly
impossible.

Taking topics like body
dysmorphic disorder and
schizophrenia seems to be
easily represented on the
stage due to the fact that
directors and playwrights
can write off scenes as
“art.”
However, in Sergany’s
case, she has spent the
last two years conversing
with licensed cognitive
scientists, psychiatrists,
law students and faculty,
psychologists and college
students
affected
by

who
she
considers
friends. These interview
subjects ended up acting
as the inspiration for
the characters in her
production and she said
that she’s tried to stay
as true to their stories as
possible.
“Especially,
I
feel
like
[mental
illness]
might happen but like
amongst
people
my
age, but as soon as it’s
intergenerational or like
even like two generations
above us, nobody wants
to talk about it because
it’s uncomfortable and
I think that just like
telling these stories is
worthwhile,” she said.
“The Universe in You”
opens
this
Thursday
at 8pm in the Sullivan
Studio Theater on the
11th floor of the Sawyer
building and will run
Apr. 18-22. Tickets are
free and can be reserved
online
http://tiny.cc/
universeinyou.

various mental illnesses
in ways that allow her
to present stories in an
intelligent yet theatrical
way.
Sergany decided to
use college students as
part of Doc and Frog’s
experiments due to her
extensive research leading
up to the performance.
She said that most of the
people she interviewed
who experienced mental
illness were around her Connect with Felicity
age,
including
some on Twitter @otter_fo

Commentary: Kendrick Lamar first rap artist to win Pulitzer Music Prize
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By Twitter user ©kendricklamar

Chris DeGusto
News Editor
Joe Rice
Asst. Sports Editor

At 16-years-old, there
was only one person in our
group of friends that had
a car. Our group used to
drive around in a Nissan
Sentra far past sundown,
blasting Kendrick Lamar’s
“good kid m.A.A.d city”
record until the speakers
began to die out. Some of
the most exciting times

of our high school days
featured scenes like this.
Now,
years
after
packing into that tiny
Sentra night after night,
the artist that gave us
theme songs for 2012 just
won a Pulitzer Prize for
his latest album, “DAMN.”
The
seven-time
Grammy winner is the
first rapper, and first
musician outside of the
categories of classical and
jazz to win this award.
In the words of the
Pulitzer Board, Lamar was
awarded the achievement

due to his “virtuoistic
song collection,” while
also noting the album
encompasses “the modern
African American life.”
As a result of the award,
Lamar was granted $15
thousand
dollars
in
winnings, according to
CBS News.
Lamar has grown from
just someone we’d queue
up and rap along to, into
an icon who’s had heavy
hands on shifting the
culture of music. This
award just solidifies his
impact on a constantly

evolving industry.
More than 3.5 million
copies of “DAMN.” have
been sold since its release
about a year ago, which
is headlined by key tracks
“HUMBLE.,” “LOYALTY.”
and
“LOVE.”
often
catching radio waves in
car speakers across the
nation.
What is crazy is how
Lamar has that ability
to stick with you and
resonate. It seems as
if “DAMN.” has been
making its way through
playlists for years, when
it was only just released
in April of 2017.
When we talk about
2012, we always include
the part where we
were playing Lamar all
summer. But the thing is:
“good kid m.A.A.d city”
didn’t come out until
October. We called two
long-time friends while
writing this article; they
both could have sworn
that we were listening to
Lamar that whole summer
of 2012. For some reason
all those late nights, the
random adventures, all
the memories we made
have been associated with
his music, when in fact
the timeline doesn’t make
logical sense.
So earning a Pulitzer
Prize, to us, reaffirms how
much of a cornerstone

Lamar is to fans of music.
Lamar has now done
something untouchable
to rap legends of the past:
Tupac Shakur, Biggie
Smalls and Dr. Dre being
the first to come to mind
that have not been able to
achieve this feat.
this
recent
With
achievement, Lamar has
now stapled himself as
the most influential rap
artist of our generation
and perhaps of all-time. It
is difficult to confidently
say he is the best rapper
of all-time due to the fact
that rap had not reached
the mainstream airwaves
until just recently. Shakur,
Smalls and Dre, though
legendary to most fans of
the genre, were typically
seen by the mainstream
media as rappers with bad
reputations during their
time due to the “gangsta
rap” style.
In all honesty, we
never thought we would
see the day where a rap
album would be winning
any sort of prestigious
award. It just goes to
show how far the genre
as a whole has come.
The reputation of rap has
gone from bad to better
respected in a matter of
nearly twenty years. As
a result of the evolution
from hard-hitting beats
with heavy lyrics to an

overall more melodic
tone that will make you
want to dance while still
delivering those piercing
lyrics, in our eyes has
completely shifted the
perception of rap.
In 2018 toward the
end of our careers at
university,
Lamar
is
still a mainstay in our
earbuds, car speakers and
the occasional college
party. Weary high-school
fans back in the day
were skeptical, while
others praised Lamar
was the next big thing.
Now there’s no debate.
Repeated plays on the
radio,
vinyl
records
being collected and new
releases being worshipped
by fans has given Lamar
the platform to not only
alter the rap game, but
social movements that
are sweeping across the
globe.
The flow of Lamar’s
l3n'ics from each line of
poetic brilliance is all too
distinct; his popularity
has made it unmistakable
to miss his raspy voice,
and has all fans saying
DAMN.

Connect with Chris & Joe
on Twitter
@ChrisDeGusto &
@josephricel 997
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JOIN THE JOURNOS:

Its incredibly pertinent to stay aware
of the news and happenings not only
in the U.S. but around the world too.

Yeah, we are stressed, but at the end of
the day, the editorial team is a family
that collectively writes and edits!

Follow us on Twitter @SuffolkJournal
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Political
parties clash:
College eampuses
seem to be majority
liberal, leaving
eonservative ideas
in the shadows
Letter to the Editor

liberal.
Hopefully students are
aware of all the one-sided,
liberal propaganda they
are manipulatively being
exposed to. (And hopefully
they are aware that they
are essentially paying for
liberal indoctrination in
many cases and are being
cheated out of a decent
education.) But I fear they
are not.
It would be nice to
see students pushing for
intellectual diversity on
their campuses and maybe
even affirmative action
for hiring a true minority
on college campuses:
conservative
teachers.
Until that happens, liberal
college professors and
administrators will feel
free to continue to try to
take advantage of their
students, to indoctrinate
them instead of educate
them in order to impose
their questionable values
on them. That needs to
change.
During
Obama's
eight years as president,
Republicans picked up
around 1,000 seats on the
state level.
In other words, there
are now about 1,000
more Republican state
senators and state house
representatives than there
were before Obama was
first elected president.
(Thank you Obama!)
More and more people
are seeing liberals for the
colossal hypocrites they
really are and are soundly
rejecting them. That's a
good thing.

I see that some
intolerant liberal students
are going to protest the
upcoming
appearance
of conservative speaker
Christina Hoff Sommers.
Yet, another example
of intolerant political
correctness run amok.
(We can't have too much
political diversity!)
Trump handily beat
Clinton in part because
a lot of decently moral
people are getting really
fed up with liberal
judgmentalism,
liberal
self-righteousness,
liberal
name-calling,
liberal
violence
and
hate, liberal divisiveness,
liberal intolerance, liberal
closed-mindedness,
liberal bullying, liberal
bigotry
and
liberal
discrimination.
Many
colleges
in
this country have been
discriminating
against
conservatives
and
conservative
speech
for
years,
like
by
implementing
bizarre,
totalitarian,
Orwellian
"speech codes."
The legal group by the
acronym FIRE (Foundation
for Individual Rights in
Education), which defends
conservative teachers and
students who have been
discriminated
against
by liberal bigots on
various college campuses
could provide you with
a lengthy list of such
cases. The civil rights of
conservatives are under
attack on many college
campuses.
And it's no big secret Wayne Lela
many professors
are Downer’s Grove, Illinois

By Twitter user ©Houstonunvrz

Baseball brawls are part of the game
Just like in many other mainstream sports, aggressive behavior is

^

involved in the entertainment on the field. Baseball is not any different,
especially when rivalries run deep.
From BASEBALL -11

As if it has to be put
in print, unlike faster
paced sports, baseball is
a sport that takes more
of an acquired taste to
enjoyably watch.
It tends to be slow
moving and viewers who
are either not familiar
with the rules, or are
simply
uninterested,
may have a hard time
finding the reasons why
so many people would
watch such a tedious
exchange of balls being
thrown past people, hit
with a stick then picked
up and thrown to another
person.
But for those who
watch hockey, is there
not a hope that someone
will drop the gloves?
Or for those who enjoy
Nascar, what if there
is a pileup from one
driver attempting to
make a move past
another? The possibility
of
drama
between
players or competitors,
or
something
going
horrendously wrong, is
something baseball lacks
in general. But as seen last
Wednesday, baseball is
much more entertaining
with the possibility of a
bench-clearing brawl.

Given
the
team’s
history,
these
types
of incidents will only
make watching the two
teams compete more
exciting. When there is
a chance that relations
between players may
get dicey, those who are
uninterested will have all
the more reason to watch.
Both teams, being
forces in Major League
Baseball (MLB) contain
some of the league’s
biggest superstars. The
Yankees’ acquisition of
Giancarlo Stanton, one of
the most renowned power
hitters of our time, will
supplement the already
mighty power hitters
Aaron Judge and Gary
Sanchez who were on the
Yankees roster prior to
Stanton waving goodbye
to Miami and welcoming
his role on the Yankees
with open arms. The
Yankees also hold one of
the most feared closers
in the league, Aroldis
Chapman, whose arm can
hurl some of the swiftest
fastballs ever in baseball,
many of which exceed
100 mph.
Let us not forget that
the Sox are not without
talent. Though David
Ortiz has retired, the
Red Sox lineup has men
who can swing it in J.D.
Martinez, Mookie Betts

and Rafael Devers.
Also, a solid pitching
staff including the crafty
Rick Porcello and Chris
Sale and the gritty power
throwing closer Craig
Kimbrel.
Thus far, neither team

“The game
also did
something
crucial: add
wood, if not
gasoline, onto
the fire that is
the Red Sox
and Yankee
rivalry that
dates back
multiple
decades.”

up, the spats, brawling
and fist throwing that
occurred last Wednesday
are only the beginning.
There are more than 100
games left in the season
and the Red Sox will face
the Yankees in sixteen of
them - some of which may
contain similar incidents.
Baseball has taken
steps to curtail the
danger of the sport, such
as changing rules about
sliding- which Austin may
or may not have violated
against Holt- to protect
players against spiking,
as well as making sure
catchers do not receive
throws from fielders
while covering the plate,
making them vulnerable
to be run over.
But the MLB will never
be able to outlaw rivalries,
and two adversaries will
always have tension.
And with this, comes
drama. Charging mounds,
clearing benches and
throwing fists will always
be a part of the game,
no matter how small an
incident is.
And all viewers should
be even more excited to
cue in to watch the Red
Sox take on the Yankees
from here forward.

has disappointed.
Both
teams
are
expected to be stellar,
and coupled with a harsh
history; rivalries such as
this one are just what
baseball needs to keep
viewers on the edge of
Connect with Ryan
their seats.
As
tensions
heat on Twitter @ryanarel
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Attempting change:
State by state, how effective is gun reform?
Ifs about to be 4:00 in the morning.
We have been staring at our
computer screens for what seems
like an eternity.
The office is now out offood.
Cannibalism may soon need to be
an option— only kidding.
Well type this out hopefully before
the sun comes up and everyone is
back on campus for Wednesday
classes. The point isnl that we dont
have anything to write about, or
were tired, or our computers have
been accidentally unplugged by an
errant kick to the wall socketfor
the hundredth time. The problem is
that there is simply too many heavy
things going on right now to narrow
it down to one.
We have a raving maniac
dominating headlines and shooting
massive ballistic missiles across
the ocean. We have a university
that is back on the shaky legs
that we thought were steady now.
Everything is expensive. Everything.
So, in the end it looks like its
going to have to be a time for
introspection. This is how it works.
We try to put our voice in the topics
that headline every week. It isnt
necessarily coming tonight. But to
leave you, the reader, with a visual
that you may find amusing, or
disheartening, or entertaining; that
is what we are going to try to do.
So, picture a few red-eyed college
journalists sprawled across an office
with chips crushed all over the
carpet spitballing ideas that may
come to fruition for a successful
Staff Editorial, but at this point, it
looks like we have it.
See, were not always so serious.

Changing gun rights on a federal level could be a better solution
instead of the newly implemented laws that leave
too much to the imagination.
standing tradition will also raise the gun to new sales, the use
Ryan Arel long
of exceptional firearms buying age to 21, with of these magazines will
Asst. Arts Editor

As a nation, the
issues of gun rights and
violence have been rather
tumultuous in the last
few years.
In the wake of an
belligerent public uproar
regarding gun laws in
the U.S., Vermont has
passed more regulations
on firearms in an attempt
to help curtail the
ability to obtain firearms
without proper vetting
or background checks.
According to a recent Wall
Street Journal article,
“The Vermont bill also
marks a significant shift
for a state that, despite
its liberal reputation,
is a largely rural place
with a high rate of gun
ownership
and
few
historic gun regulations
on the books.”
As a citizen of the U.S.
and a Vermont native,
this may not do a great
deal for the state initially.
States cannot lead in gun
reform because people
are able to purchase guns
out-of-state, where laws
may not be as strict.
The passing of these
regulations will have a
limited immediate effect.
According to freshman
computer science major
Jace Laquerre at the
University of Vermont
in an interview with The
Suffolk Journal, “The
true outcome of the
law change will be the
destruction of 241 years
of [a] responsible gun
culture in Vermont.”
Laquerre has served
as a delegate at the
National
Republican
Convention and was
recently on a CNN
segment with David Hogg
and other gun activists
discussing gun reform in
America. He also testified
to the House Committee
on Judiciary in Vermont,
fighting for the new
gun laws to allow age
exceptions to certain
people.
“Vermont has had a

freedoms and some of the
lowest crime rates in the
nation,” said Laquerre.
“[The new laws] in reality
are unenforceable and
will do absolutely nothing
to increase the safety
of Vermonters or our
schools.”
It is true that the
majority of people in

exceptions for those
who have passed hunter
safety, but also expands
background
checks
and bans bump stocks.
However, the magazine
limit will only apply to
magazines not yet sold,
not to magazines people
already own from prior to
the law change.

“It would be
naive to think that
these regulations
will curtail the
use of such
magazines when
these weapons
sold prior to the
law change are
not prohibited.”
Vermont do not believe
that the state needs gun
reform.
Most people
believe in the right to
own firearms and vast
amounts of people contain
gun owners within their
families or are gun
owners themselves.
Vermont has a massive
hunting
culture,
no
different than that of
upstate New York and
New Hampshire, two of
its three neighboring
states.
As a result of the
sweeping ban, magazine
rifles will be limited to
ten rounds for long guns
and fifteen rounds for
handguns. The new law

continue despite the
law change. It would be
naive to think that these
regulations will curtail
the use of such magazines
when magazines sold
prior to the law change
are not prohibited. Those
that are still in circulation
can still be used to
commit atrocities - and
the ownership of higher
capacity
magazines,
despite the change, is
completely untouchable
under law given they
were purchased legally
before the law change.
The ability to enter
another state, purchase
these items and head
back into Vermont is
an issue that is severely
unenforceable.
Similarly, there are
also certain regulations
regarding fireworks that
differ from Vermont’s
laws,
and
around
Independence Day, lots
of Vermont residents will
head to other states to
purchase their fireworks
where the laws are less
strict.
Though
setting
regulations now will pave
way for a new culture
in generations to come,
for immediate results,
the issue of gun control
should be dealt with at a
federal level.
Setting laws that are
difficult to enforce will
have limited effects on
current gun behavior
in Vermont and if more
states follow through
with similar regulations
on a state level, they
will experience the same
dilemmas.
A house divided cannot
stand. This cannot be
dealt with in Tallahassee,
FL, or Carson City, NV,
the states of two recent
shootings. It certainly
cannot be dealt with in
Montpelier, VT either.
This is an issue that
needs to be dealt with in
Washington, D.C.

Despite
background
checks
being
implemented, there is
no reason to believe that
they will be effectively
enforced. It would be
nonsense
to
believe
that a minor could not
get access to a gun or
extended
magazines
given that neighboring
states do not have similar
laws and there is no
one at the state borders
searching
vehicles
or checking whether
someone purchased or
obtained firearms out of
state.
In regards to magazine
round capacity limits, Connect with Ryan
since the law only applies on Twitter @ryanarel
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MLB
rivals
collide
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More than just a game

Ryan Arel
Asst. Arts Editor
The atmosphere is
different in Boston when
the Yankees are in town.
Normally most games go
without violence, but last
Wednesday, Tyler Austin
of the Yankees slammed
his bat on the plate and
took a few steps toward
the mound after getting
hit by a pitch, which was
followed by some nasty
words from Red Sox
pitcher Joe Kelly.
Needless to say, Austin
did not take his base,
but rather, charged the
mound.
The Red Sox and
Yankee benches cleared
twice last Wednesday, the
first being after a heated
discussion between Brock
Holt of the Red Sox
and Tyler Austin of the
Yankees that amounted to
nothing but a discussion.
The second time came
when Red Sox pitcher Joe
Kelly appeared to attempt
to retaliate by trying to
drill Austin with two
fastballs in the seventh
inning, being successful
once.
The Yankees outplayed
the Red Sox for a 10-7
win. The Red Sox tacked
a loss for the season, but
gained something much
better for their fans when
it comes to games against
the Yankees - publicity
and an even better
viewing experience for
Boston Red Sox v. New
York Yankees games. The
game also did something
crucial: add wood, if not
gasoline, onto the fire
that is the Red Sox and
Yankee rivalry that dates
back multiple decades.
Are fights, bench
clearing
brawls
and
bad words exchanged
between players bad for
baseball?
See BASEBALL - 9
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Courtesy of Boston Bruins Foundation

Members of the Boston Bruins Foundation selling tickets for the 50/50 raffle.
which

took

the

lives this past regular season of the $211,000 from an

Don Porcaro of 16 members of the alone,” said Fitzgerald in a hour before game-time
Journal Staff organization. Those lost recent interview with The up until the end of the

In the first round of
the Stanley Cup Playoffs,
where the Boston Bruins
faced off against the
Toronto Maple Leafs, the
Boston Bruins Foundation
held the usual 50/50
raffle, but this time, the
proceeds reached far
beyond the charity.
The
foundation,
which was established
in 2003, is a non-profit
organization that helps
other charitable groups
with goals of bettering
the lives of children.
So far, they have raised
more than $28 million
for various causes in the
area.
Due to the recent
tragedy faced by the
Humboldt Broncos hockey
team, the foundation
found it a fit place to
donate the proceeds
to those impacted by
the tragedy. As the
raffle closed, more than
$211,000 was raised to
benefit families affected
by the tragic bus crash.

in the accident included
10 players, two coaches, a
statistician, a broadcaster,
the bus driver and an
athletic therapist.
The total amount
raised not only shattered a
Boston Bruins Foundation
record for 50/50 sales,
but also broke the United
States record for most
50/50 sales in a single
drawing. The original
record was held by the
Arizona Diamondbacks,
who sold more than
$100,000 in which the
proceeds
were
split
between the American
Red Cross, 100 Club of
Arizona and Phoenix
Firefighters Charity.
Manager of the Boston
Bruins Foundation and
Suffolk University ‘09
alumnus Zack Fitzgerald,
was truly impressed by
the amount of support for
this cause.
“I’ve been with the
organization for twelve
years and have seen the
50/50 grow from raising
less than $60,000 a season
to now over $1 million

Suffolk Journal. “The fact
that our first postseason
game
raised
over
$211,000 is an incredible
feat. It’s a credit to our
staff but more so the
dedicated volunteers as
well as our fans who step

second intermission.
Reis Penna, a local
volunteer at both Bruins
and
Celtics
games,
explained the atmosphere
of the night.
“The environment was
incredible,” said Penna,

“The fact that our
first postseason
game raised over
$211,000 is an
incredible feat.”
- Suffolk alumnus

Zack Fitzgerald
up to support so many
worthy causes.”
More
than
75
volunteers attended game
one strictly to help sell
raffle tickets in support
of Humboldt.
Those
volunteers sold a majority

the^ only ones donating
money to the cause. Blue
and White jerseys were
just as frequent as the
Black and Gold, as the
Toronto Maple Leafs fans
showed their support for
the families in their home
country. Along with the
fans, many members of
the Garden staff, security
and
even volunteers
participated in the raffle.
Donations
ranged
anywhere from $5 to
$100. Many participants
expressed their sorrows
for the team, and the
bond that hockey players
share.
“If you've ever played
hockey, you know the
feeling of riding the team
bus to a big game. That’s
supposed to be one of the
best memories of your
life. That’s what makes
this so tragic,” said one of
the donors who wished to
remain anonymous.
The Boston Bruins
Foundation and their
fans did not stop there.
Just two days later, the
foundation raised over
$150,000 in sales for the
family of fallen police
officer Sean Gannon,
of Yarmouth, MA. Once
the volunteer
again,
turnout was strong, this
time with the support of
police officers from towns
around
Massachusetts,
who donated their time as
well to help raise money
for the family of Gannon.
“The
hockey
community is a very
close knit family and
whenever tragedy occurs,
the, response is always
incredible. It’s no surprise
that our fans rallied to
support [The Humboldt
Broncos and Officer Sean
Gannon] through our
fundraising efforts,” said
Fitzgerald.

in an interview with The
Journal. “Everyone was
aware of the cause and
were in full support.
Some people even came
back to donate multiple Connect with Don
by emailing
times.”
Bruins fans were not dporcaro@su.suffolk. edu

Weather no mateh for marathon runners
From RUN -12
the evening of Sunday,
April 15, to pay respects
to those affected by the
2013 Boston Marathon
bombings. In addition,
the Red Sox held a
moment of silence on
Sunday at Fenway Park
during
the
seventh
inning of the contest

against the Baltimore
Orioles, showing the
deep sentiment the city
feels for the tragedy. Due
to the rain, the Red Sox
traditional Patriots Day
game was postponed.
“People
are
very
connected
to
the
marathon especially from
the bombing and they
want to be supportive of

everyone,” said Durkin.
“I think the spectators
knew that the runners
needed their support and
I couldn’t get over how
many people were out
there. It was way more
[spectators] than when I
[ran] in 2015... [It was so]
humbling and incredible,
people coming out.”
Renick ran in 2013,

but. due to a medical
condition, she stopped the
race halfway and missed
the bombings. She stated
that the pride was much
higher at the marathon
the year following the
bombings, and that the
tragedy simply pushed
people to love the city of
Boston even more.
“I also ran in 2014, and

the energy was even more
intense and exciting than
normal,” said Renick.
“Ever since then, I feel
like Boston has become
even more special than it
already was.”
Connect with Ryan
on Twitter
@ryanarel

Courtesy of Matt Durkin

Runner Matt Durkin
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rigid temperatures, strong winds and
pouring rain did not stop Boston pride
spreading from Hopkinton to Boylston
Street Monday at the 122nd Boston

F

Marathon.
Due to the abrasive weather conditions, many
runners debated on backing out of the race,
including American winner Desiree Linden, as
she told reporters at the finish line. This year’s
marathon had nearly 3,000 runners drop out
prior to the race. Of the 26,948 who did start the
race, 1,202 did not finish, according to the Boston
Athletic Association (BAA).
One of those who did finish was Suffolk
University alumnus Matt Durkin, ‘17, who also ran
the Marathon in 2015. He described the running
conditions as being some of the worst he has ever
seen. Despite entering the race into such harsh
weather, Durkin said that the fan base that, came
out for the race was astounding and just what the
runners needed given the weather.
“In the best way I could explain it was like
getting put through a car wash for five hours
with thirty mile per hour winds,” said Durkin in
an interview with The Suffolk Journal. But the
spectators, he said, “were absolutely incredible, all
ages from babies to elderly, and they were there
from Hopkinton all the way to the finish line.”
Tens of thousands of loyal fans lined the streets
of the course, despite the weather and officials
announced that about 9,000 volunteers lined the
26.2 mile course, from beginning to end.
Michigan native and two-time Olympian
Linden, who lost the Marathon in 2011 by a mere
two seconds, crossed the finish line at 12:11 p.m.
and became the first American woman in 33 years
to win the Boston Marathon.
Linden ran the entire race in 2 hours 39
minutes 54 seconds according to the BAA. With
this historic win, she recorded an average pace of
6 minutes and 6 seconds per mile.
Linden took the lead right before the 22nd mile
and was able to hold it through to the finish line.
When Linden was rounding Coolidge Corner,

the announcer told spectators on Boylston Street
that her “face of concentration was unmatched.”
“Honestly, at mile 2, 3, 4,1 didn’t feel like I was
going to make it to the finish line,” Linden told
reporters after Marathon officials and Governor
Charlie Baker bestowed the gold-dipped crown on
her head. Linden had slowed after the sixth mile to
wait for fellow elite runner Shalane Flanagan for
a bathroom break and told reporters that she told
Flanagan that she “might not make it” and was
ready to help Flanagan with the rest of the race.
In the men’s race, Yuki Kawauchi of Japan,
after trailing Kenyan runner Geoffrey Kirui earlier
in the race, closed the gap at Kenmore Square and
beat out Kirui for the win running the 26.2 miles
in roughly 2 hours 16 minutes.

People are very
connected to the
marathon especially
from the bombing
and they want to be
supportive of everyone.
C(‘

99

- Suffolk alumnus

Matt Durkin
Durkin’s time was nearly twice that of Kawauchi,
an elite runner, but he was determined to finish
his charity run and happy to see the spirit of both
fellow runners and the crowds.
“I couldn’t get over how many people were
out there. It was way more than when I did it in
2015 when it was rainy and cold but this was a
completely different experience,” said Durkin.

“It was almost fake, that's how hard the rain was
pounding down.”
Durkin, who holds a degree in Broadcast
Journalism with a minor in Marketing, is currently
the executive director of the nonprofit organization
The Durkin Foundation. The nonprofit provides
services to those who are affected by Alzheimer’s
Disease and Intellectual Disabilities as well as
providing assistance to those in the military
struggling with settling in back home.
“I ran with myself and two other people [and]
the team raised $54 thousand for the foundation,”
said Durkin. “I’m excited. We’re in our first year
so [we’re] hoping to get a couple more bibs and
become an official Boston Marathon charity within
the next couple years.”
Suffolk adjunct faculty Nicolle Renick also ran
Monday. She too struggled with the cold, sa3dng
that even when training in 20-degree weather she
felt warmer.
“The wind was brutal, and it rained steadily the
entire time until mile 25.8. I could already feel at
mile eight in Natick that the wind was draining a
lot of energy from me,” said Renick. “The worst
part was Wellesley; the rain poured really hard in
some spots there.”
In her fifth Boston Marathon, Renick ran for
the Alzheimer's Association in honor of her father
who was diagnosed with dementia, saying that
she is very happy to have “stumbled upon” the
amazing group of people. She finished in 5 hours
25 minutes 39 seconds.
“I had run my first marathon in Maine in
October 2010, and wanted to run Boston for the
Alzheimer's charity team, so just three days after
I completed the Maine Marathon, I sent in my
application,” said Renick in an email to The Journal.
“I am forever grateful that I stumbled upon this
amazing group of people. Seventy-nine percent
of all fundraising dollars go to care, support,
research, awareness and advocacy activities for the
Alzheimer's Association.”
Prior to the marathon, there was a vigil held on

See RUN -11
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